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Ba I nye rmot N 16 Dec (3rd Sunday of Advent)
Rumblings from the Bunhker
DREADING CHRISTMAS?

How many shopping days left?
How many sleeps?

Still time left to get Confession
Not sure yet which Mass, maybe Midnight in Matthews!

Do you remember last year?
To think that all that started over soggy sprouts

Trying to remember that it’s about making others happy
Going to surprise a few people with a little gift or at least a card

So much for the season of good will
| think it was nearly St Patrick’s day before they spoke again

I am writing to Susan it’s been too long,
Life is too short for bitterness

Do we have to invite him?
Ah come on love he is my brother

If I miss the birthday of Jesus
I miss Christmas

| don’t care, it’s ridiculous money for a toy!
Yea, but she has her wee heart set on it

Presents are lovely but you cannot beat being present to each other
That’s what the kids should be learning from us

I wish | could ban drink for Christmas it caused murder last year
Il be grand they learned their lesson

There was two things caused huge rows last year, drink and phones
Would it be a big deal to say a couple of drinks each at dinner and no phones until after

We'll be paying for Christmas until the summer
At the very least and within a week the presents will be lying around the house

What kind of giving puts people under pressure and forces them into debt?
Should we have a ‘present truce’ or a limit of twenty euro on present cost?

| wish it was all over, the sheer tension of it, the pressure to enjoy!
We should go away for Christmas but imagine how that would go down

In the scramble for mushy peas, the brown of the turkey and the mince pies
Don’t miss Silent Night, the Crib, Christmas Mass and the quiet prayer of thanksgiving

The best bit for me is getting a feed of drink
No for me the best bit is the dinner and a good siesta after it

Don’t be afraid to lead a short prayer before tucking into Christmas Dinner
For our loved ones in Heaven, for those who need our prayer, for those who have nobody

I’'m just afraid of forgetting something important
Yea, what about the moaning last year because there was no cranberry!

Christmas without Jesus is the wedding without the groom
Christmas without Jesus is the party without the guest.

J MC DONALD. 12.12.18
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MASS INTENTIONS MASS TIMES
Paddy Brennan  Mary Corley Bernie Craig St. Matthew’s Weekdays:
Denis Deering Dermot Dooley John Dooley Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30 Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00
Paddy Dooley Margaret Farrelly Joe Fleming Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00 Wed 7.00pm
Brendan Gahan  Mary Gahan Patricia Hughes Convent Mass @ 9.45 _
Pauline Kerins Anne Quinn Thomas Walsh Tuesday: 10.00 Prayer Service
Recent Funeral: Karina Tobin Weekly Collections
Dec 2
BOOK OF THE WEEK First Collection € 865
SEEKING JESUS OF NAZARETH Share Collection € 730
An introduction to the christology of the four gospels Family Offering € 750
Maurice Hogan SSC RONCALLI

Columba Press. Dublin 2001 Pp 160
Solid and readable, written by a former lecturer of my
own, Fr Hogan was Professor of Sacred Scripture (Old
Testament) in St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth. Even
though a reasonably slim volume it gives us a good sweep
of Jesus in the four gospels. A key piece of advice from the
author is that the text be read alongside the Gospels.

Concert November 30
Th h her ‘ves' FAITH M h . A very big thanks to Ken and all those who
rough her ‘yes’ to God and her faith in the word of God, participated in or helped to organize the

she occupies a unique place in salvation history, in the )
Church and in the lives of believers. Therefore, we wonderful concert that took place here in

The Roncalli Reform was founded this year by Fr Joe, and
is a group dedicated to the ongoing reform of the Church.
The key elements are: Contemplative Prayer, Discussion,
Fellowship and Prophetic Action. It’s third meeting takes
place on Tuesday December 18th 7 - 9 pm in St. Matthews.
All welcome.

consider Mary our Mother and the Mother of the Church in St. Matthew’s on Friday Nov 30.
the order of gra‘:e and faith. ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Sun 16™ December Family Mass 10.30 Confession for Christmas! What better preparation for the
Dates for Your Diary Birth of Jesus than to celebrate the beautiful Sacrament
Wed 19" December Reconciliation Service of Reconciliation?
7.00pm - No Mass Our Advent Reconciliation Service takes place
Sat 22" December Carol Service Wednesday 19th December 7.00 pm — No Mass
Blessing of the Crib 6.00pm There will be a number of priests in attendance.
Christmas Eve: Christmas Family Mass 5.30pm ON SATURDAY DECEMBER 22nd
Christmas Eve: Mass 8.00pm there will be an informal gathering in St. Matthews
Christmas Eve: 12.00 Midnight Mass from 6.00pm until Evening Mass begins at 6.30pm
Christmas Day: Two Masses 9.00am and 12 noon during which we will: .
Bless Our Crib,
ADVENT TALK ON PRAYER Bless Our Tree and
Fr Joe will give a talk on prayer, in two parts, Sing Some Christmas Carols.
CAN PRAYER BE TAUGHT? All welcome.

Part 1: Prayer - What it isn’t. Monday December 10th 10.30am

Part 2: Prayer - What itis? Monday December 17th 10.30am

Hopefully this may enrich our Advent journey. All welcome. Parish Centre or Sacristy:
Phone: 626 56 95

Monday to Friday 10.00am to 1.00pm

SALE OF RELIGIOUS GOODS
including Holy Communion and Confirmation gifts, in the

space behind the altar in St. Matthews. This is a stock St.Vincent De Paul Annual Appeal
clearance sale. Amount Collected: 1 32 4 0

Well done and thanks to all

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Mon 17/12 Mt1:1-17 ‘A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham’

Tue 18/12 Mt1:18-24 ‘The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel’
Wed 19/12 Lk 1:5-25 ‘Even from his mother’s womb he will be filled with the Holy Spirit’

Thu 20/12 Lk 1:26-38 ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord’, said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’
Fri 2112 Lk 1:39-45 ‘The moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy’.
Sat 22/12 Lk 1:46-56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home.




