St. Matthew’s Church
Ballyfermot

PARISH NEWSLETTER
July 15 (15th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

‘HOW COME GOD DOES NOT LISTEN?’
‘How come God does not listen?’I hear this phrase pretty often. People point out that they
have prayed and prayed and to no avail. Oftentimes they are regular Mass goers, if not daily
communicants. ‘Not only does he not listen but I do not even feel him close’. The apparent lack of
answer to prayer can often lead to other questions. These can range from does God care to is
God there at all? Once we move this direction we quickly begin to blame God for all that is wrong
in the world. On top of all this in today’s world we will find plenty to weaken and undermine our
faith and more often than not little to fortify or nourish it. So then, how come God does not answer
us? It is good for us to wrestle a little with this important question.
When you think of it on a purely human level when someone, indeed anyone, is not
listening to us, it is quite annoying. Now when that person appears not to listen to us on a regular
basis it can become infuriating. The art of listening has seldom been under such threat. We are a
noisy people. Few generations have so undervalued the gift of sacred silence.
It is common today to see a family or a group of friends out together for a meal and it is
clear from an even cursory glance that they are not really present to each other. Sure they will do
just about enough to keep half connected but they do not give to each other the gift of real
listening. They fail to give each other quality presence. They are there in body but very often, little
else. In other words they fail to seize the opportunity to give honour and dignity by intentionally
focusing on each other. When we are truly present to the other we convey through our body
language and most importantly through our eyes that at that particular moment that person is the
most important person in the world. To do anything else is to quickly ensure that we do not hear
the other. So then if we fail to listen to the one physically and tangibly across the table from us,
not even engaging our ears what chance then have we to hear the divine whisper? What chance
have we to develop a listening heart? It’s much easier to blame God. He is not responding. He
does not answer. Either he does not hear us or he does not care. The truth is that it is us who are
not listening. It is us who are not hearing.
Is it possible that God is speaking and we cannot hear? When I say this people often think I
mean that God is speaking to us through nature or art, and of course I do, and he does, speak
through these and other forms of beauty, but I mean something else as well. I quite specifically
mean that God is constantly whispering to us, seeking to gently invite us to come closer to him,
giving us little nudges towards his kingdom. I believe it is not possible to properly hear the Lord
without taking certain steps. So, before we accuse the Lord of not listening or not answering let’s
take an honest look at our own communication skills. As we do so let’s remember who we are
communicating with, namely the all powerful, all knowing, all loving Father. This is basic in any
communication. To whom are we addressing our words, our request? How might listening to or for
the Lord be different to other forms of listening?
Let’s keep a few basics in mind when considering communication with the Lord. Remember
he wants us to talk to him. (I have called you by name you are mine, you are precious to me,
come to me). He wants us to keep it short, no babbling like the pagans. Use the one mouth we
have but listen twice as much with our ears and deeply with our hearts. Speak to him from the
heart not the head. The heart of flesh not stone. All the evidence in the gospel tells us he rewards
our faith and wants to move in closer to us when we are sick or simply sad. The idea that he does
not listen, or worse that he does not care, simply does not add up. Wherever we get the notion of
a deaf or uncaring God it is certainly not the God Jesus tells us about, and let’s face it, Jesus
surely knows!
J MC DONALD 07. 07. 18
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Mass Intentions This Week
Florrie Egerton
Egerton Family
Bridget Higgins
Elizabeth Murray
Patrick Murray
Mary Smyth
Recent Funeral: Finola Murray
Bone Marrow for Leukaemia Trust
would like to thank everyone for supporting the
church gate collection last Sunday
The sum raised was: €1450.20
FAITH MOMENT
Sacramentals include blessings, ritual actions such as
processions, prayers and devotions such as the Rosary, and
objects, such as medals of saints. They bear resemblance to
the sacraments and signify effects - particularly spiritual
effects - obtained through the mediation of the Church.
BOOK OF THE WEEK

SPIRITUAL CLASSICS
FROM THE DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL
TO THE POWER OF NOW
JAMES M RUSSELL
2007 MAGPIE BOOKS Pp 212
A very valuable and concise guide to fifty four spiritual classics,
from the most beautiful of ancient material up to some very good
modern spiritual writing. This book is structured in such a way as
to give you an overview or whet the appetite for the particular
work. Anything here is good solid material for anyone wishing to
better the life of their soul.

Ballyfermot Library
will be hosting a fun family event on Tuesday 17th July.
Bombinate Theatre will be presenting
"Susie & The Story Shredder"
a drama production followed by a workshop,
suitable for 7 - 10 year olds.
Parents are encouraged to attend with their children.
There will be two separate performances.
10.30am - 12.15pm and 1.30pm - 3.15pm
This is a free event, booking required.
Phone: 01 626 9324
E-Mail: ballyfermotlibrary@dublincity.ie

Mass Times
St. Matthew’s
Weekdays:
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30 Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00
No Convent Mass @ 9.45 during July and August
Tuesday
10.00 Prayer Service
NO WEDNESDAY EVENING MASS
DURING JULY AND AUGUST
Weekly Collections
June 24
First Collection
€ 800
Second Collection € 540
Family Offering
€ 690

July 1
720
670
835

Concert in Aid of
St. Matthew’s & Peter McVerry Trust
Friday 30th November in St. Matthews Tickets €15
Show Starts @ 7.45pm Doors open at 6pm.
Performing will be the Flukey Ukeys, The Dublin Gospel
Choir, Ms. Mary Byrne, Matt Dodd, the Girls from St.
Louise’s School and the Boys from St. Lorcan’s BNS.
Contact Ken Byrne for more information on 086 236 52 88

Don't forget to visit our website
www.stmatthewsballyfermot.com
And our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/st.matthews.ballyfermot/
Parish Centre or Sacristy:
Phone: 626 56 95
Monday to Friday 10.00am to 1.00pm

Weekly Collections
First Collection
Pays our priests, and helps support sick and retired the priests of
the Diocese.
Share Collection
Helps towards maintainance and building in the poorer parishes
of the Diocese.
Envelope Collection - Family Offering
Main source of income in the Parish, and the only money retained by the parish. It covers all admin and general expenses,
church & grounds maintenance, heating, light, repairs, insurance
etc. Vital for the upkeep of our parish.

Youth 2000 Summer Festival,
Cistercian College, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary
Thursday 16th – Sunday 19th August 2018.
For young people aged 16-35, an opportunity not to be
missed to experience the Catholic faith and meet many
new people. The festival is donation only. Free buses
available from towns throughout Ireland. For more information and to book online
E-Mail: www.youth2000.ie —- Phone 01 6753690

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK
MON 16/07 Matt. 10: 34-11:1 ‘It is not peace I come to bring, but a sword’
TUE 17/07 Matt. 11: 20-24 ‘It will not go as hard with Sodom on Judgement Day
as with you’
WED 18/07 Matt. 9: 32- 38 ‘His heart was moved with pity for them because they were
troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd’
THU 19/07 Matt. 11: 28-30 ‘Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will
give you rest’
FRI 20/07 Matt. 12: 1 – 8
‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’
SAT 21/07 Matt. 12: 14-21 ‘Many people followed him, and he cured them all.’

Papal Visit
August 25 - 26
Saturday 25
No Mass at 6.30
Sunday 26
No Mass at 9.00,
10,30, 12.00

Mass at 9.30am
ONLY

