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PARISH NEWSLETTER
Sept 2 (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time)

IMMEDIATE AND RANDOM THOUGHTS ON POPE’S VISIT
I intend after prayerful reflection to come back to these special days when the Successor of Peter was here
amongst us on Irish soil.
RDS
I was delighted to ramble round the RDS at the World Meeting of Families Conference. There were so many
signs of hope and new life. Great warmth, great faith. Perhaps one of the best parts of it was meeting so many people
from all over the world, many of them young, and to encounter the fire of the gospel alive within them. I was
encouraged and inspired by this. I marveled at the work Hannah and her team had put into this, and I was so proud of
her. Our very own Jane’s contribution was immense and beautiful bringing Laudato Si alive.
KNOCK
I was delighted to see that Pope Francis had chosen to go to our National Marian Shrine at Knock. I thought of
John Paul II and I thought of Monsignor Horan, and I sang a few bars of Christy Moore’s The Knock Song,
‘oh ye better donate the dough, the dough, ye better donate the dough’
Later I sang along with Dana’s beautiful anthem to Mary, Our Lady of Knock.
I was very moved that the Holy Father brought the Irish Church in all her pain and all her beauty to the feet of Our
Lady of Knock. There is something profound about a mother’s tears. Both in their depth, which knows no bounds, and
their range from bursting pride and joy to excruciating heartache.
CAPUCHIN DAY CENTRE
I think the Pope was energized here. I think the Papal batteries were re-charged in the presence of Kevin and
Brian and the other holy friars and all the women and men they work with.
SPECIAL MEETING WITH POPE FRANCIS
I will return to this topic after I have had time to bring it to prayer.
Obviously it was a great honor to be in such close proximity to the Pope. That said the ticket into the meeting
was born of pain.
I thought he was tired when he came into the room. I was thrilled to hear he was going to spend half an hour with
us, and I still cannot believe he was with us for an hour and a half.
I was amazed at his engagement. His energetic sustained interest. His obvious desire to understand. His
repeatedly seeking clarification.
I believe I saw in him a man, broken and bowed by the darkness which swirls around him and yet I saw strength.
A fragile gospel strength. This strength is rooted in joy.
I found in Pope Francis a man who knows Jesus.
CROKE PARK
I am hoping people do not see my presence in Croke Park, and not only in Croke Park, but in the Sports Media
Box with Marty Morrissey as ‘borderline sacrilege’! Maybe it took a papal visit to bring about such a miracle! I had
been invited in by RTE to share commentary with Marty and Alison O’Connor. I enjoyed the evening immensely.
It was a festival. It was a festival of family. It was warm and funny and at times deeply moving both in the family
testimonies and music. I was proud of Eoin Murphy a cousin of ours, and his absolutely wonderful truly gifted dancing.
I was conscious that we were being watched by the world and not for the first, nor the last time, in these special days
did I feel a soaring pride in being Irish. I would like to also note that I thought the Taoiseach’s speech in Dublin Castle
was really powerful. I felt he was warm and respectful but did not in any way compromise himself or the government.
PAPAL MASS
I was so proud and delighted with the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr Diarmuid Martin’s opening remarks, in which he
beautifully captured the fragility and the strength of the Irish strength. Indeed I hope the Archbishop has a sense of
rightful pride in how this whole endeavour has gone.
However above all I was blown away by the penitential rite at the opening of the Mass. This is the pivotal
moment. This was living liturgy. This was the Successor of Peter begging for forgiveness of God for all the sin and all
the crime against the innocent. This to me was Francis at his best. This was the Francis that has taught us that our
future is as a Church is on our knees washing feet.
More anon.
J MC DONALD. 28. 08. 18
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BOOK OF THE WEEK

Mass Times
St. Matthew’s
Weekdays:
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30 Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00 Wed 7.00
Convent Mass @ 9.45
Tuesday:10.00 Prayer Service
WEDNESDAY EVENING MASS RESUMES
Weekly Collections
Aug 15 + 19
First Collection
€ 1035
Second Collection € 795
Family Offering
€ 765

THE CASE FOR CHRIST
A JOURNALIST’S PERSONAL INVESTIGATION OF THE
EVIDENCE FOR JESUS
LEE STROBEL
ZONDERVAN 2016 MICHIGAN USA. Pp 464
This is the new and expanded edition of a book that has
already sold over 500 million copies. The author is a
former atheist with an impressive international record in
investigative journalism. This reads like a fast paced novel.
I loved the way he challenges and cross questions the
experts in the field. Well worth reading.

Friday 30th November in St. Matthews Tickets €15
Show Starts @ 7.45pm Doors open at 6pm.
Performing will be the Flukey Ukeys, The Dublin Gospel
Choir, Ms. Mary Byrne, Matt Dodd, the Girls from St.
Louise’s School and the Boys from St. Lorcan’s BNS.
Contact Ken Byrne for more information on 086 236 52 88

FAITH MOMENT

Don't forget to visit our website
www.stmatthewsballyfermot.com

Christian stewardship invites us to receive
God’s gifts from creation and the material world,
to cultivate them responsibly and justly, and
share them with others, especially with those in
need.
Weekly Collections
First Collection
Pays our priests, and helps support sick and
retired the priests of the Diocese.
Share Collection
Helps towards maintainance and building in the
poorer parishes of the Diocese.
Envelope Collection - Family Offering
Main source of income in the Parish, and the
only money retained by the parish. It covers all
admin and general expenses, church & grounds
maintenance, heating, light, repairs, insurance
etc. Vital for the upkeep of our parish.

Concert in Aid of
St. Matthew’s & Peter McVerry Trust

And our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/st.matthews.ballyfermot/
Parish Centre or Sacristy:
Phone: 626 56 95
Monday to Friday 10.00am to 1.00pm
Hampers Raffle
To raise money to support Sr. Orla Tracey a Loreto Sister
working in Education in Rumbek in South Sudan.
Tickets will be on sale before and after each of the Masses
on Saturday 8th Sunday 9th
Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th September.
Tickets €2 per Strip or 3 Strips for €5

St. Vincent De Paul
Monthly Church Gate Collection
This Weekend
Church Gate Collection
Next Sat/Sun in aid of
Mellon Educate:
Building Schools & Houses
in South Africa’s Townships

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon 03/09

Lk 4: 16 – 30

St.Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor of Church ‘This text is being fulfilled
today even as you listen’.

Tue 04/09

Lk 4: 31 – 37

St. Mac Nissi, Bishop ‘His teaching made a deep impression on them
because he spoke with authority.’

Wed 05/09

Lk 4: 38 – 44

‘At sunset all those who had friends suffering from diseases of one kind or
another brought them to him, and laying his hands on each he cured them’

Thu 06/09

Lk 5: 1 – 11

‘When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying ‘Leave
me Lord; I am a sinful man’.

Fri

07/09

Lk 5: 33 – 39

‘The time will come, the time for the bridegroom to be taken away from them;
that will be the time when they will fast.’

Sat

08/09

Mt 1: 1 - 16, 18 – 23 NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY ‘His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph’.

