
PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD 

St. Matthew’s Church 
Ballyfermot  

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
22 May 2016 

Mass Times 

Saturday: 6.30 (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday:   9.00,  9.45 (Convent), 
 10.30,12.00   

Weekdays:  

10.00  Monday – Friday 
  7.30  Tuesday only 

No Tuesday Evening Mass  
in July and August 

 
Parish Staff 
Fr. Joe McDonald P.P.  Tel 6 265 119 
Fr John Attoh Parish Chaplain 
 
Sr. Anne Marie Moynihan Parish Sister  
 
Secretary: Moya Doyle Tel 6 265 695 
Parish Office: 9.30 - 2.00 Mon to Thu 
Email:  
stmatthewsparishcentre@gmail.com 
 
Sacristy: Tel 6 264 448 

Masses, Baptisms, Certs 
Reader and other lists available now 

 

Baptism 

1st and 3rd Saturday of each month 

1st Sunday of each month 

Preparation meetings for Parents and 

Godparents are held twice each month. 

Details available in sacristy. 

A month’s notice is required.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mon    10.30   –  4.00  
Wed    10.30   –  9.00 
Fri       10.30   –  9.00 

 

Divine Mercy Meeting 
Every Wed Evening @ 8.00  

in the Prayer Room  

Parish Centre 

Tea/Coffee & Chat Mon - Fri 
after 10.00 Mass  

 

First Holy Communion 
will  take place at 12.00 Mass  

Next Sunday May 29  
 

 

Jessica Byrne 
Parker Coombes 
Braidán O’Reilly 

Recently Baptised 

mailto:stmatthewsparishcentre@gmail.com


Date Time  Mass Intentions 
Sat 21 May   6.30 Philomena Marlow Corcoran Family Ann Kavanagh 
  Pascal Cody 
Sun 22 May    9.00 Rose Jacob Baby Gerard Jacob Sean Gough 
  Margaret Gough  William Gough 
Sun 22 May  12.00 Mary Byrne 
Mon 23 May  10.00 Mavis O’Rourke 
Tue  24 May   7.30 Frank Kane 
Fri    27 May 10.00 Laura Cullen Kay Cullen 

Church Collection Totals 
Week Beginning 8/5 
First Collection  720 
Share Collection 500 
Family Offering 775 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

1916 
THE END OF ALL THINGS 

EARTHLY 
 

FAITH PROFILES OF THE  
1916 LEADERS 

 

EDITED BY DAVID BRACKEN 
PUBLISHED BY VERITAS DUBLIN 1916 pp 95 

 

A LITTLE GEM, PROVIDING 
INVALUABLE INSIGHT  

INTO THE ROLE OF FAITH  
IN THE EVENTS OF 1916 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Annual Clothing Appeal 

For Second-Hand Clothing 
Distribution of Bags 

This weekend 21/22 May 

Collection of Bags 
Next Weekend 28/29 May  

Feast of St. Matthew 
Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

 

17 – 22 September 2016   
 €739 per person sharing  

(inclusive of Airport Taxes and Insurance) 
Single Room Supplement €175 per person  

All Meals Included 
Deposit €200 per person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hotel Padoue, 4 Star Hotel, is ideally situated in 
close proximity to the sanctuary.  

 

Booking forms available  
from Parish Centre  

FAITH MOMENT 

MARY 
THE CHURCH'’S FIRST  

AND  
MOST PERFECT 

MEMBER 

Gospel Readings for the Week 
Mon 23 May  Mk 10: 17-27  Jesus looked steadily at him, and loved him. 
Tues 24  Mk 10: 28-31  Many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
Weds 25  Mk 10:32-45 This is not to happen among you. 
Thurs 26  Mk 10:46-52  Go; your faith has saved you. 
Fri 27  Mk 11: 11-26  You have turned into a robber's den. 
Sat 28  Mk 11: 27-33  Nor will I tell you my authority for acting like this. 
Sun 29  Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 



 
 

  

 
 

A PERSONAL INVITATION... TO YOU... FROM ME 
 

I want to be up front with you from the beginning. I think you prefer that. I am asking you to consider this 
invitation. Please do not just discard it as another invitation. At least think about it. If you don't mind me saying 
so, maybe even give it a little prayer time. There is a lot at stake here. I am asking you to accompany me for a 
few days, well actually five days to be precise. Now I realise this is already a tall order. I agree, that to spend 
five days in anybody's company is not a small ask. Indeed I am sure I am not at the top of your list when it 
comes to whom you would most like to spend a few days with. I understand. However I promise I will be on my 
best behaviour, well at least most of the time. Who knows I might surprise you. Anyway don't give up on me, or 
this idea, just yet. Before you make up your mind, at least let me tell you the company we are going to be in, 
and in particular some of the stuff we will be engaged in. In general terms, let me say this, the company is really 
exceptional and the overall task we are undertaking, though admittedly it has a few parts to it, is up there with 
perhaps the most important job you might be asked to undertake. 

 

The main problem is I cannot go on my own, and so I am turning to you and asking for your help. Most 
specifically your companionship. Let me say a little bit both about the company we are going to be in and what 
exactly we will be involved in. The company is actually hard to quantify and whilst it is feminine this could be very 
misleading. Essentially I am speaking about both suffering and beauty. I am speaking about, on the one hand, 
one who as a child was greatly mocked and ridiculed and then later, as an adult, was much misunderstood, and 
indeed sidelined. All the while she battled illness, often gasping for breath, and much of the time feeling drained. 
She was worn out, and indeed, gone from us by her mid thirties. I have discovered the she is overshadowed, 
neglected and greatly undervalued. She is extraordinarily beautiful, and I don't mean skin deep beauty, but an 
inner radiance that shone from her, the closer you get to her. The other company I have alluded to really defies 
words. Here is a physical story, but the truth is its way beyond that, and truthfully it brings us to the supernatural. 
Here too, there is suffering and beauty, but also the mystical. Let me leave this discussion, of the company, for a 
moment, suffice it to say that time spent in their presence, is time well spent and in fact is life changing. I will 
come back to this shortly. For the moment I am eager and excited to share with you, something of what you 
would be helping me with, over the five days. At this point, I just want to sketch brief headings, then, once you 
are on board, so to speak, I can expand on them a little. 

 

First of all, there is the global or universal dimension. I am thinking here of displaced persons, refugees 
taking to the open seas, those women and children and indeed some men who are being trafficked: all the 
places in our world that are torn apart by war and famine. If you are going to join me, for these five days, we will 
have to bring all this with us. Then there is the national agenda. A quick glance at this country of ours shows just 
how urgently it is in need of help: homelessness, increased violence, rising incidences of addiction, and suicide. 
This is accompanied by attacks on the family and on the sacredness of life itself. From a family perspective there 
is advancing age, sickness, estrangement, financial struggles, loneliness and much more besides....and that's 
just my family. What about yours? Now I am sure you are beginning to see, why I need you to come and help 
me, for the five days in September. We will have to gather all this up and bring it with us. Of course we must not 
forget the personal. Included here is the physical aches and pains we have: our Hopes and Dreams; our 
Disappointments and Failures; our Woundedness. Guilt. Shame. Regret. And that's only me!! What about you? 
Now you have stopped asking why I need you for five days. I sure hope you can come. I will never manage all 
this without you. Then there are all the people who would like us to do something for them when we are away. 
This is serious business. They would not ask us unless they really need us. We should take their requests 
seriously. When they ask, it is always important to them. Sometimes, it is on the level of life and death. The final 
group that we might think of is the crowd that is presently holed up in Purgatory. I am sure we know some of 
them. Maybe even members of our families. When we are away, I am still hoping you will come with me, we can 
do some important work for them. Some of them might be relying on us. 

 

So my friends, will you come with me? Please stick it in your diary. Put it in today. ' Fr Joe needs me'! From 
Saturday 17th to Thursday 22nd September for a very important task with international and supernatural 
dimensions: with life and death issues. Will you join me as I walk the path of Bernadette. Come and see her 
poverty, her struggle, her gasping for air, for life. Come and gaze with me on her beauty, her smile. Let 
Bernadette bring us to Mary the Mother of God in a new way. In a way only she can. Let us, you and I, deepen 
our relationship with Mary the Mother of Jesus. My friends come on this special journey, this beautiful 
pilgrimage. Let us carry a suffering world, our country and our church in our hearts to the grotto, where the lady 
appeared, and spoke to Bernadette. Come and celebrate Eucharist in the special places, for ourselves, for our 
loved ones, living and dead. My friends please come with me to Lourdes. 

J MC DONALD 16.05.16 


