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August 6: Feast of the Transfiguration

Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30 (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 9.00, 9.45 (Convent)
10.30,12.00
Weekdays:
10.00 Monday – Friday
First Friday August 5
7.30 Prayer Around the Cross

Eucharistic
Mon 10.30
Wed 10.30
Fri
10.30

Adoration
– 4.00
– 9.00
– 9.00

Divine Mercy Meeting
Every Wed Evening @ 8.00
in the Prayer Room

PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD

BOOK OF THE WEEK
ECOLOGY AT THE HEART OF
THE EARTH
THE CHANGE OF HEART
THAT LEADS TO A NEW WAY
OF LIVING ON EARTH
DENIS EDWARDS
ORBIS BOOKS NEW YORK 2006 pp 146

Our earth is in trouble, to a large
degree because we have either
actively abused it or
thoughtlessly taken it for granted
or neglected it. This is an area in
which the present Pope has
given great leadership. This book
is accessible and straightforward.
It is also challenging. It suggests
that many of the traditional, so
called divisions between science
and theology or mysticism and
poetry are quite artificial. It
argues that the environmental
message and the Christian
experience need to be in unison
for the sake of the world and the
Church. Very interesting and
timely.
Church Collection Totals
Week Beginning 17/7
First Collection
760
Share Collection 535
Family Offeriing 711

Mass Intentions
Sat 30/7 6.30 Arthur Dunne Hugh Keogh Christopher Elliott
Sun 31/7 10.30 John Dillon
Ellen Piggott Margaret Murphy
Joe Murphy
Sun 31/7 12.00 Philip Maher Mary Maher
Wed 3/8 10.00 Joan CallaghanEdward Callaghan
Fri 5/8 10.00 John McLoughlin
Fri 5/8
7.30 Prayer Around the Cross

FAITH MOMENT
THE CHURCH
We are a pilgrim people. We are not called to do a solo
run. We cannot privatise our faith. We are in this
together. The word Church' (ecclesia) originally meant a
gathering or assembly. In Christian usage, the word
'church' refers to the worshipping community, the local
community (or 'parish') and the entire universal
community of believers. The word pilgrim implies we are
on the move, inching our way towards the Lord, and we
are called not only to get there ourselves but to help
each other get there as well.

18th Sunday In Ordinary Time
“But God said to him, ‘You fool,
this night your life
will be demanded of you;
and the things you have prepared,
to whom will they belong?’
Thus will it be for all
who store up treasure for themselves
but are not rich in what matters to God.”
Lk 12:20-21

Gospel Readings for the Week

Mon 1/08 Mt. 14: 13-21 Feast of the wonderful St. Alphonsus Ligouri,
Founder of the Redemptorists.

Congratulations to the Redemptorist priests who serve us so well in
the Assumption and Cherry Orchard parishes
Tue 2/08 Mt. 14: 22-36 'Why did you doubt?'
Wed 3/08 Mt. 15: 21-28 'O Woman great is your faith'
Thu 4/08 Mt. 16: 13-23 Feast of John Vianney, patron of priests.
Please pray for your local priest today.
Fri 5/08 Lk. 11: 27-28 'Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and observe it.'
Sat 6/08 Lk. 9: 28-36 Feast of the Transfiguration.
'This is my Beloved Son. Listen to him.'
Sun 7/08 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER!!
Various things have recently inspired me to think about the communal nature of our faith. The truth is we
are called as community. Well, having said that it is true we are called by name, and of course we are called
through our baptism to be engaged in a personal relationship with Christ. This can only happen when we
engage in serious soul work, by which I mean prayerful reflection, appropriate reading of Sacred Scripture and
other spiritual works, and most importantly of all, the setting aside of regular periods of sacred silence. However
what is often neglected is the fact that we are a 'pilgrim people'. If we are truly pilgrim we cannot be static. We
must not allow ourselves to become stuck. To be a pilgrim is to be free, to be on the move. A second very
important aspect of being a pilgrim is to be concerned with others. When we as a pilgrim see another pilgrim
stumble, we should be reaching out immediately to steady them lest they fall. Just last Sunday the Gospel
reminded us of the beautiful prayer that the Lord himself gave us, the Our Father. It is interesting to note that it
does not speak of 'my' Father, nor does it suggest we say 'give me, my daily bread'. This prayer is to be said by
the gathered local faith community. The 'Our Father' also reminds us of the sacredness of the 'name of God'
and the centrality of forgiveness for a healthy faith community and indeed for personal and communal
relationship with God.
We can easily become casual about the name. Our own name is significant: by it we are called, we are
known. The calling of our name gets our attention. Last year I carried out a little experiment around the use, or
indeed more correctly, the abuse of the name of Jesus on television. It was extraordinary to discover how easily
we can cheapen the name of Jesus. It appears to me, and I may be wrong about this, that other major religions
do not have this tendency. Is it that we have become too familiar with the Holy Name? Or is this part of a wider
loss of the sacred? In addition to the call to keep God's name holy we are reminded of the importance of
forgiveness.
I think this is something much more crucial to a healthy spiritual life than we imagine. Think of it like this: if
God forbid, we are physically unwell we can undergo tests, and there are various 'scans' available that will
assist in the diagnosis. Now imagine if we could have a 'soulscan'. If you had a 'soul-scan' today what would it
show up? Is it possible we would have little blockages in our soul? I believe these little 'spiritual-clots' may will
be limiting the free flow of God's grace. Personally, I did not realise for a long time the significance of any lack of
forgiveness on my part in inhibiting my own spiritual health. The reality is that the lumps of resentment, or
bitterness that we can hold onto, sometimes for years, actually fester and eat away at our very souls. Putting
this another way, whilst we can readily acknowledge that to forgive is to do what God wants, and is in turn good
for our neighbour, we often fail to see that it is essential for ourselves. The lack of forgiveness in us actually
makes us unwell.
In the liturgical calendar at this time of year we have two interesting 'nudges' of the Holy Spirit. Recently
we celebrated the feast of St. Mary Magdalene. People often refer to her as a woman of ill repute. This is based
on the unfounded premise that she is the adulterous woman in chapter eight of the gospel of St. John. Of
course Mary Magdalene from her place in heaven is beyond any fallout from this, and I imagine her smile at the
whisperings. If we were more particular in our study of the Sacred Scriptures we would celebrate this Mary as
one who loved the Lord deeply and is honoured to be one of the first witnesses to his Resurrection. It is
however a good example of how loose we can be in our language. The second 'nudge' is coming up soon. On
August 4th we will celebrate the Feast of St. John Mary Vianney. This is a particularly beautiful Saint, and one
well worth acquainting ourselves with. John Vianney is the patron saint of parish priests and was a man of deep
prayer, who led a very simple life in the service of the people of Ars in France.This humble priest spent endless
hours in the confessional and one day a lady confessed that she had slandered her neighbour, destroying her
reputation and character. John Vianney, or the Cure of Ars as he became known, asked her as a penance to
take a pillow stuffed with feathers to the top of the hill and scatter them and to come back to him when she had
done this. Now when the lady returned to report that she had done as the holy confessor had asked, he asked
her to go back up the hill and gather the feathers up again. Of course this was impossible. So too it is
impossible to restore the reputation of another once destroyed.
Yes my friends of course there are times when people will drive us mad but the inescapable reality is we
are in this together. We are relational people. Whilst at times it can be very difficult, we actually thrive in unity.
We have one Father and we are all going to him, surely then it makes sense that we help each other.

J. MC DONALD 25.07.16

