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Do This
in Memory
of Me
Luke 22:19

Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30 (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 9.00, 9.45 (Convent)
10.30,12.00
Weekdays:
10.00 Monday – Friday
Parish Staff

Fr. Joe McDonald P.P. Tel 6 265 119
Fr John Atoh Parish Chaplain
Sr. Anne Marie Moynihan Parish Sister
Secretary: Moya Doyle Tel 6 265 695
Parish Office: 9.30 - 2.00 Mon to Thu
Email:
stmatthewsparishcentre@gmail.com
Sacristy: Tel 6 264 448
Masses, Baptisms arranged, Certs
Recently Baptised
Harrison Cadwell
Jackson Keogh

Eucharistic
Mon 10.30
Wed 10.30
Fri
10.30

Adoration
– 4.00
– 9.00
– 9.00

Divine Mercy Meeting
Every Wed Evening @ 8.00 in the
Prayer Room
Baptism
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month
1st Sunday of each month
Preparation meetings for Parents and
Godparents are held twice each month.
Details available in sacristy.
A month’s notice is required.
Parish Centre
Tea/Coffee & Chat Mon - Fri after 10.00 Mass
Don't forget to visit our website
www.stmatthewsballyfermot.com
And our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/st.matthews.ballyfermot/

PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD

FAITH MOMENT
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
Making the Sign of the Cross is
often done by people at the point of
danger or threat. As people of
faith we should try to remember to
make the Sign of the Cross at the
beginning and end of each
day, praying morning and evening
prayers, and praying before and
after a meal. These are just
some of the daily ways in which we
invoke and experience God's
blessings on our lives.

Mass Intentions
Sat 16/7 6.30 Mary Smyth Dessie Egan
Sun 17/7 12.00 Jacinta McCurtain O’Farrell
Wed 20/7 10.00 Bridget Dineen

Anna White
Ruth May

Recently Deceased: Rebecca Dunne

BOOK OF THE WEEK
THE EMERGENT CHRIST
EXPLORING THE MEANING OF
CATHOLIC IN AN
EVOLUTIONARY UNIVERSE
BY ILIA DELIO
ORBIS BOOKS NEW YORK 2011 pp 197

If you have ever wondered about
how to sit comfortably with both
contemporary science
and personal faith,
then this book is for you.

PARISH SHOP
Cards, Calendars,
Candles
and much more
available at the shop
in the Parish Centre

Church Collection Totals
Week Beginning 03/7
First Collection
748
Peter’s Pence
1235
Family Offeriing 848

Gospel Readings for the Week
Mon 18/7
Tue 19/7
Wed 20/7
Thu 21/7
Fri

22/7

Sat 23/7
Sun 24/7

Mt 12: 38-42
Mt 12: 46-50
Mt 13: 1-9
Mt 13: 10-17

There is something here greater than that
The true family of Jesus
If you have ears, listen
You are blessed because of what you see
and hear
Jn 20: 1-2,11-18 She turned to him and said,
'Rabbouni', which means teacher
Jn 15: 1-8
I am the vine, you are the branches
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pilgrimage to Lough Derg
Holy Year of Mercy
There are a number of ways to
travel to/from Lough Derg for the
3-day pilgrimage season
up until August 15
A poster detailing both organised
group travel and public bus
transport from the Dublin area is
on the church notice board
or contact Lough Derg
direct 071 986 1518

SHOULD WE JUST STICK WITH CHOCOLATE?
A few months ago I heard that a major chocolate producer had decided not to call their famous Easter
eggs, ' Easter eggs' anymore as it may cause offence. When I heard this first I smiled as I thought it was, as
they say, a bit of a wind-up. I thought that the idea of taking Easter out of the Easter eggs belonged in the
same school of thought as did a burning question that I grew up with, namely how did Jacob's get the fig into
the fig roll? However I soon discovered that things were a lot more serious than this. Apparently there are
people who are offended by phrases like 'Happy Christmas' and indeed people who, even though they love
eggs and most especially eggs made from chocolate, do not want to receive 'Easter' eggs! I must confess I
personally am a lot more mercenary when it comes to chocolate. Indeed on the issue of chocolate I am much
more preoccupied with issues of taste and texture than actual name. Be that as it may it seems what we are
dealing with here are issues of respect and tolerance, and these we must take seriously.
As I reflected on this I was reminded of my time as a deacon working in a large Dublin hospital. It was a
very rich and rewarding experience. However during my time there a mini-controversy developed. The core of
this was that a small group of Muslim workers were offended by the large statue of Our Lady over the front
door. Apparently they wanted this statue removed as they felt threatened by it. Now space does not permit me
to give a blow by blow account of this skirmish here but some very interesting things emerged from it. The fact
was that this group of fifteen workers had been approached by a gentleman who later described himself as ' a
former Christian' to find out were they offended by the 'catholic ethos of the hospital'. Some felt a little
overpowered by some of the religious emblems, statues and pictures. There was mixed feelings about the
Oratory, as they saw it as a place of calm and peace, and they could see many patients and visitors get
comfort there. Almost all of them expressed delight that they worked in such a well run hospital and had some
appreciation that this was a rich legacy of a religious order of sisters and their co-workers. What they really
needed to know was that they were valued and accepted. They needed to know that they belonged. Once they
were assured of that everything changed. Granted two of the fifteen opted to enter and leave the hospital by a
door, left open for them. However the other thirteen continue to enter and exit work 'under' the statue of Our
Lady, sure in the knowledge there was no threat in the statue, in Mary the mother of Jesus, and most crucially
in their Christian co-workers.
Sadly sometimes it seems that there is a greater chance of us uniting in our love of chocolate than there
is of us uniting in mutual respect and love for one another. It is worth noting though, the important difference
between those who are actually offended by the term 'Easter egg', and those who think some people might be
offended by the term 'Easter egg'. They are not the same thing. Perhaps this is were there is an argument for
simply enjoying the chocolate. Lest you mistake what I am saying as trite, I mean the social aspects of sharing,
enjoying together, the moment, albeit a chocolate moment. Surely then the argument about the 'Easter egg' is
more hassle than it's worth. Surely we would be better to ban all 'Christmas cards', and cancel 'St. Patrick's
Day': particularly if these terms offend people? Surely this offence is the beginning of hostility which can start in
unacceptable so called humour and finish in something akin to war? Of course we will have to keep going with
this, because there might be other people offended. Some Christians might be offended by a Jewish feast or a
sacred day for Muslims. I am sure there might even be some Christians who are not offended but who feel
they should be. Maybe with some encouragement they could muster themselves into a mini-rage or if not, at
least an indignant strop!
Yes we could be really busy trying not to offend people. Surely it is good not to want to offend people? It
is. It is surely, but I am wondering is there another way? Once again when we are looking for a way, a way
through, a way beyond, a way we can follow, a way we can trust, then it makes sense to look again at the one
who describes himself as The Way. In all these issues from the 'Easter Egg' to 'walking under the statue' Jesus
has something vital to say. Vital in the best sense of that word, as in life giving. Jesus repeatedly reminds us of
the dignity and honour of every single human being. When we operate out of absolute respect for the other
then there is no skirmish, there is no war. What stops me sitting beside my Jewish or Muslim brother or sister
is actually fear. This fear thrives on ignorance. I fear what I do not know. The gap that ignorance creates is
quickly filled with fear. This fear takes root and spreads. When I visit the mosque and respectfully remove my
shoes and earnestly seek to know what it is to be a good Muslim today, then I am engaged in Christ's work:
the work of banishing the terror of ignorance and building bridges of knowledge, respect and harmony.
J MC DONALD 10.07.16

