St. Matthew’s Church
Ballyfermot

PARISH NEWSLETTER
21 Aug 2016 (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30 (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 9.00, 9.45 (Convent),
10.30,12.00
Weekdays:
10.00 Monday – Friday

Eucharistic Adoration
Mon 10.30 – 4.00
Wed 10.30 – 9.00
Fri
10.30 – 9.00
Divine Mercy Meeting
Every Wed Evening @ 8.00
in the Prayer Room

PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD

BOOK OF THE WEEK
LOVE REMEMBERED
THE MEANING AND BEAUTY OF
THE MASS
BY PETER HANNON SJ
COLUMBA PRESS DUBLIN 2005 pp199

This is an excellent book if you
want to explore the richness of the
Mass. This book is equally
suitable for people who are
coming to this for the first time and
also for those who want to re-visit
the topic in a fresh way. It is very
informative, well written but
manages to remain accessible.

Church Collection Totals
Week Beginning 7/8
First Collection
Share Collection
Family Offeriing

Mass Intentions
Sat 20/8
Sun 21/8

6.30 John Foran
Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
9.00 Lil Nugent,
Paddy Nugent,
Christy Nugent
Sun 21/8 10.30 Marie Ellis
Keane Family
Sun 21/8 12.00 Lily Sweeney
Fri 26/8 10.00 Joseph Robinson

FAITH MOMENT
THE SAINTS
They were not born saints but through
corresponding to both the call and grace of their
baptism they lived extraordinary lives. Lives that
light up our way and act as signposts to the Divine.
The liturgical year is peppered with them. The more
of these holy women and men we befriend the
easier our inching along will be.

770
555
790

Healthy Food Made Easy

A 6-week course will take place in the
Ballyfermot Library
Ballyfermot Library
Tuesday Mornings: 20 Sept—25 Oct
10.00am—12.30pm
Heritage Week
The course is free of charge.
Harry Clarke - His Life's Work"
a talk with Raymond McGovern
If you are interested and want to take part
Thurs 25th August at 6.30pm
contact: Tracy Kelly - Phone 01 623 80 88
Event is free but booking advised
Email:tquinn@ballyfermotpartnership.ie
Ballyfermot Heritage Group Open Day
for more information

in Ballyfermot Library on
Sat 27th August 10.00am - 4.45pm
Come along and share your photos, memories
and memorabilia of Ballyfermot and Dublin
Open event, no booking necessary.

Cemetery Mass
Esker: Next Sunday
28 August @ 3.00

Irish Catholic
Subscriptions to the Irish
Catholic will be discontinued in
the near future. The paper will
still be available on a weekly
basis in the Parish Shop. .

Gospel Readings for the Week
Mon 22/08

Lk 1: 26-38

Tue 23/08
Wed 24/08

Mt 23: 23-26
Jn 1: 45-51

Thu 25/08
Fri 26/08
Sat 27/08

Mt. 24: 42-51
Mt. 25: 1-13
Mt 25: 14-30

THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY
Prompted by the Spirit
Alas for you scribes and Pharisees.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE
Patron Saint of Plasterers, Tanners and Leather Workers
So stay awake.
Lord, Lord, open the door for us.
Feast of St. Monica —- Patron Saint of Mothers
Her prayers and tears converted her son Augustine

WALKING WITH BERNADETTE
By the time you read this I shall be back in St. Matthews, but as I write I am in Lourdes. I have been
here several times but never on a major Marian feast. Today is 15th August, the Feast of the Assumption.
There are huge crowds here today and it is very hot. We only arrived here yesterday and I was a bit
taken aback by the security presence both in and around the grotto. There is the unarmed staff at the
gates of the grotto checking bags as pilgrims enter. Then there are groups of armed gendarmerie, and
finally there are armed members of the French army. Needless to say I make no judgement on any of
these groups, they are doing what they need to do. They are there to protect us. Sadly the threat is real.
Perhaps even more awful is the fact that religion, and worship and people at prayer could so easily, yet
again be the target of those who use violence to further their cause.
As I sat and observed this blanket of security I once again noticed all the sick people that are in
Lourdes today. Many of these are in wheelchairs, some on stretchers. They are being drawn or pushed
by an army of volunteers. The final group that I became conscious of was the priests. I guess it's more
accurate to say I began to observe the dress of the priests. They were gathering for Mass on this
beautiful Feast day. As they arrived to vest many were attired in a light shirt and trousers. Some of these
shirts were black or grey clerical shirts, many were not. What was very noticeable was the many, mostly
young men, who arrived in a full black cassock and a large Roman collar. Now I find it hard to explain that
these groups, both on their own and collectively in some strange way moved me.
On seeing these young men, and some women, as they guarded the shrine with their guns, I was
struck that they did so with their lives. I thought of how France has suffered in recent times. I thought of
the dignity of the French. In addition to this the courage of the sick moved me. Many of them clearly had
suffered much, and yet so many of them were singing, praying, smiling. Then there is the Church, the
priesthood. So many expressions of it. Some of them, though not all of them, claiming to be better than
the other. Many of these, no rather many of us, spending valuable time and energy trying to work out who
is traditional, who is progressive, conservative or liberal. There is so much division in the world.
Oftentimes there is deep disunity among those who profess to be brothers and sisters. So much
sickness, and of course the every growing threat of violence. In all this I was prompted to ask what is the
message of Lourdes to today's world? Strangely I also felt prompted to turn not to the Lord himself, nor
indeed his mother Mary, the 'Lady of Lourdes', but rather to Bernadette. I guess I felt confident that she
would bring me to the beautiful Lady. I have absolute and total confidence that the said Lady always
brings us to her Son.
I have been walking with Bernadette here in Lourdes for a couple of days. Bernadette Soubirous. She
is a great companion to have here in Lourdes. She is beautiful. I am sure you all remember Jennifer
Jones in the title role in The Song of Bernadette. I can tell you, my friends, the real Bernadette is as
beautiful as that and much much more. Of course I am not confining myself to physical beauty, though I
am including it. Her beauty lies in her story. At the core of her story is the eighteen apparitions that took
place from 11th February to 16th July 1858. Of course Bernadette has a life both before and beyond
these apparitions but they do frame the message of Lourdes. Bernadette did not have an easy life. Dire
poverty and ill health was her origin. The apparitions for the most part at least originally brought her
ridicule and the suggestion from a few that she was unstable. The end of her life continued to be marred
by sickness. I see her gasping in her asthma. I see her choking for air. In her last years in the convent I
see her isolation, her loneliness. Here she is misunderstood and sometimes resented. She is dead at
thirty-five.
Yet there is much to be learned from Bernadette and Lourdes. We learn humility, sincerity and purity of
heart. We learn that not only do the poor and the sick matter but that they have a special place in the
heart of Jesus and consequently in our evolving salvation story. Lourdes reminds us that we are called to
unity, and that that unity is best expressed in Christ but begins in our common sisterhood and
brotherhood. Of course apart from the draw to unity this has implications for how we treat each other. In
the light of Lourdes we begin to realise that arguments about how we express our faith or the labels we
seek to attach to each other matter less in the face of poverty, sickness and suffering. Actually what
matters here is that we dig deep to be compassionate with one another and that we place our faith hope
and trust in Jesus.
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