St. Matthew’s Church
Ballyfermot

PARISH NEWSLETTER
14 Aug 2016 (20th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30 (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 9.00, 9.45 (Convent),
10.30,12.00
Weekdays:
10.00 Monday – Friday
Feast of the Assumption
Vigil Mass:
Sunday 14 Aug: 6.30
Monday 15 Aug:10.30 12.00
Pray for the
happy repose
of the souls of
Lorraine Jackson
Philip Coss
RIP
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon 10.30 – 4.00
Wed 10.30 – 9.00
Fri
10.30 – 9.00
Divine Mercy Meeting
Every Wed Evening @ 8.00

PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD

BOOK OF THE WEEK
A BEDSIDE BOOK OF THE SAINTS
BY FR. ALOYSIUS ROCHE
SOPHIA INSTITUTE PRESS
MANCHESTER NEW HAMPSHIRE 2005 pp 161

Aloysius Roche was at one time a
Redemptorist priest. He left the
order because of poor health but
remained a priest serving in Exeter
in England. He was known to make
great use of the lives of the saints in
his sermons. This is a beautiful little
book, with chapter headings such
as: the common sense of the
Saints, the wit and humour of the
Saints, the Saints and Cleanliness,
and the Saints and sleep. It is very
readable, very informative, and
inspirational. Food for the soul. I
think you will enjoy it.

Church Collection Totals
Week Beginning 31/7
First Collection
Share Collection
Family Offeriing

Mass Intentions
Sat 13/8 6.30 Mary Murphy
Liam Murphy
Leo Hoolihan
Sun 14/8 10.30 Shay McNevin
Sun 14/8 12.00 Christine Cullen Richard Cassidy Gary Boland
Richard Costello
Sun 14/8 6.30 Linda Sheridan Baby Sinead Harte
Mon 15/8 10.30 Anthony Wrenn
Thu 18/8 10.00 Annie Bradley

FAITH MOMENT
MARY AS MOTHER
Through her 'yes' to God
and her faith in the word of God,
she occupies a unique place in salvation history,
in the Church and in the lives of believers.
Therefore, we consider Mary our Mother
and the Mother of the Church
in the order of grace and faith.

Healthy Food Made Easy
A 6-week course will take place in the
Ballyfermot Library
Tuesday Mornings: 20 Sept—25 Oct
10.00am—12.30pm
The course is free of charge.
If you are interested and want to take part
contact: Tracy Kelly - Phone 01 623 80 88
Email:tquinn@ballyfermotpartnership.ie
for more information

835
610
683

Cemetery Mass
Esker: Next Sunday
28 August @ 3.00
(Weather Permitting)

Newsletter Entries
Newsletter entries must be in
by 12.30pm on Friday.
Email them to the Parish Centre at
stmatthewsparishcentre@gmail.com
or phone 626 56 95
Please keep the entries
as short as possible.
They will be included if space permits.

PARISH SHOP
Cards, Calendars,
Candles
and much more
available at the shop
in the Parish Centre

Gospel Readings for the Week
Mon 15/08

Lk 1: 39-56

Tue 16/08
Wed 17/08

Mt 19: 23-30
Mt. 20: 1-16

Thu 18/08
Fri 19/08

Mt. 22:.1-14
Mt. 22: 34-40

Sat

Mt 23: 1-12

20/08

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM.
Honours Mary in the fullest of ways
'For God everything is possible.'
OUR LADY OF KNOCK
1879 apparition witnessed by fifteen people
'I have my banquet all prepared.'
'On these two commandments hang the whole Law,
and the prophets'
FEAST OF ST. BERNARD Cistercian Abbot of Clairvaux 1115

MARY AS MOTHER
My friends as you read this it is almost the great Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven. It
is a beautiful feast day when we remember with thanks the pivotal role Mary played in our salvation story.
This feast is about giving her the honour and dignity that she deserves as the Mother of the Church, and
a reminder that she is, in a real way, our Mother too. It was this aspect that has been on my mind in these
days. I find myself, especially with so much going on in the Irish Church, and particularly with questions
raised around seminary formation, beginning to reflect on Mary. All too often she is relegated to the level
of an optional extra, when in fact she is pivotal to our salvation story. Mary as Mother of the Church is at
the heart of our journey to God. It is a real shame when we treat her as an add on when in fact she has
been given to us as the one who will protect us. She has been given to us as our guide, our inspiration
and our protector. However above all she has been given to as our Mother. The concept is as simple as it
is profound. It is time again, as we approach yet another beautiful Marian feast, to reflect on the mystery
of Mary. Like any mystery at the end of the reflection it will still be a mystery but we might well be
changed by our wrestling with it.
It occurs to me that there is a richness in the term Mary as Mother of the Church and in a very real
way in Mary as our Mother. This initially may seem little more than a heady exercise, but I am convinced
if we understood it better it could have real significance for how we operate both as individual pilgrims
and indeed as faith communities. Once again when we are dealing with the sacred, there will be limited
progress in understanding it if we rely totally on the intellect. Of course this is a very important aspect of
our engagement but it needs to be accompanied by personal prayer and a movement of the heart. What
might it mean if we embraced Mary as Mother on our pilgrim way? Essentially what we are asking is,
what is at the heart of being a mother. Very quickly we see the mother protects, nourishes and guides,
and it is not difficult to see how having Mary in this role is something special for our inner world. However
it is important to see how adaptable the mother is to see the changing needs of her children. Does a
mother present ideals and show the importance of establishing clear boundaries? Why of course she
does, but a good mother knows how to adapt, to let go, to enable, to facilitate. A mother knows that the
child needs to often hear the response ' no, you are not going out tonight again' but also to know the
importance of 'now go out and enjoy your evening!' People will make the observation, your Mother is
always your mother, or your Father, your father. This is true but is it not also the case that both roles
change maybe several times over a life time. Does the parent evolve into a friend later? Many of the
tensions I hear about between parents and their adult children worsen because the parent cannot accept
that they have completed the task of child-rearing. Sometimes you see people in their twilight years
'nagging' their adult children about how they in turn are rearing their children. It is even worse when the
issue is a religious one, say for example attending Mass. So then religion, or more specifically the
Eucharist becomes the battlefield. Sadly a consequence of this can be people avoid calling, in an effort to
avoid the scuffle. It would seem that the sensible approach here is to acknowledge that this aspect of our
parenting is over and that we did our best. At this point we acknowledge that my son is now forty not
fourteen and having taught him as best we could we now respect him as an adult, pray for him every day
and lead by example. As a general rule adult children do not respond well to nagging or hectoring. It is a
great pity when the reason for the breakdown, silence or absence is religion, or more especially worship.
If we examine Mary we see the nourisher, protector give way to a mutuality between herself and
Jesus. There is a definite journey of Mary growing as a Mother. From nativity to Jesus in the Temple as a
boy, then from Cana to the Cross. Eventually she is there in solidarity as a sacred witness. How would
our lives be changed, particularly in our relationships, were we to integrate her more fully into how we
relate? Surely her prayerful presence for us would help shape how we grow and develop. It is not an
accident that one of her titles is Wisdom. We probably are reasonably familiar with her as protector or
intercessor but do we avail of her wisdom and are we conscious that she is eternally there as the
prayerful witness to our journey. What would it be like for us as a Church if we made her more fully our
model? We would hector less. We would not nag. We would guide and encourage, sometimes challenge
but always be there for each other in prayerful solidarity. It seems that we have still much to learn from
Mary, individually and communally and most especially as a Church.
J MC DONALD. 09.08.16

