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CHURCH UNITY - WHO CARES? JUST ANOTHER BOX TO TICK... 

Once again we find ourselves with that little footnote in the Church or liturgical calendar 
reminding us that we have arrived at Church Unity Week. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY (18-25 JANUARY) 

In fairness it is not a ‘little footnote’ for everybody. It will be celebrated officially by the diocese 
as it will be by some groups around the diocese. We should also note with gratitude the work 
done by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the Commission on Faith and 
Order of the World Council of Churches. In the main this year’s prayer has been prepared by 
Christians from Indonesia. We, here in St. Matthews, are of course blessed to have our own Fr 
Justin with us, who is himself from Indonesia. Not forgetting our deacon, Yambo, from China. 

Now more than ever our Sisters and Brothers in Christ who have been part of what we call the 
underground Church in China cry out for our prayer and support. Yes of course we must carry 
them in our hearts in prayer, but we must do more. We must lend them our ears. We must listen 
to them intently. We must also give them our voice. We must with the courage that comes from 
the Holy Spirit to speak up on their behalf. 

We must also remember our sisters and brothers in Indonesia. 

Let me quote from the Liturgical Calendar for Ireland 2019.... 

‘With a population of 265 million, about 10% of Indonesians are Christian from various 
traditions. There is a great diversity of ethnicity, language and religion. 

There are also tensions affecting politics, business, justice, wealth and poverty. Christian 
communities in such an environment become newly aware of their unity as they join in a common 
concern and a common response to an unjust reality. At the same time, confronted by these 
injustices, we are obliged, as Christians, to examine the ways in which we are complicit. Only by 
heeding Jesus’ prayer ‘that they may all be one’ can we witness to living unity in diversity. It is 
through our unity in Christ that we will be able to combat injustice and serve the needs of its 
victims. 

Moved by these concerns, the Christians of Indonesia found that the words of Deuteronomy, 
‘Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue’ ( see Deut 16: 18-20 ) spoke powerfully to their 
situation and needs. As individual Christians and communities, we are called together to form a 
united witness for justice and to be a means of Christ’s healing grace for the brokenness of the 
world’. 

I think the danger for us here in St. Matthew’s in Ballyfermot is that we see the whole notion of 
Christian Unity as something that belongs to the big picture, a global, or universal Church issue 
that has little or no bearing on the local Church. This could really allow us to shirk our 
responsibilities. The call to unity must always be remembered as a response to the heartfelt 
desire of the Lord himself. The prayer of the Lord is that his followers are formed, and live in unity. 

In response we here in St. Matthew’s can do a number of things: 

 Pray for Church Unity 
 Reach out to Christians of different denominations eg Ballyfermot Church in Drumfinn 
 Attend the Prayer for Church Unity Friday 18th January at 8pm 

St John the Baptist, Church of Ireland, Seafield Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3 
 Check ourselves for spreading false information about people’s faith, including derisory jokes 
 Encourage Fr Justin and Deacon Yambo to tell us more about their respective cultures. 

Our contribution may well be small but it should exist. 
J MC DONALD.  15. 01. 19 



 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Monthly Church Gate Collection 

Next weekend after all the Masses 
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St. Matthew’s Weekdays:  
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30 Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00 
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00  Wed 7.00pm 

Tuesday: 10.00 Prayer Service 

MASS TIMES 

Mon 21/01 Mk 2: 18-22 St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr ‘New wine, fresh skins!’ 
Tue 22/01 Mk 2: 23-28 St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr ‘The sabbath was made for man, not man for 
   the sabbath; so the Son of Man is master even of the sabbath.’ 
Wed 23/01 Mk 3: 1-6 Then, grieved to find them so obstinate, he looked angrily round at them, and said 
   to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand’. 
Thu 24/01 Mk 3: 7-12 St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church ‘You are the of God!’ 
   But he warned them strongly not to make them known. 
Fri 25/01 Mk 16: 15-18 The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle ‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the 
   Good News to all creation’. 
Sat 26/01 Lk 10: 1-9 Ss Timothy and Titus, Bishops ‘Cure those in it who are sick, and say, “The 

   kingdom of God is very near to you”. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Joan Costello Denis Doyle Arthur Dunne 
May Gardiner Jack Kenny Noel Loftus 
Colm Murnane Eileen Murnane Bernard Murray 
Teresa Murray Bridget Roche Margaret Walsh 
 

Recently Deceased 

Bernard Barron Mary Cronin 

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Daily Meditations from the Good Shepherd  
POPE JOHN XXIII 

ED. JOHN P. DONNELLY 
VIKING.   A GINIGER BOOK.   1967. London, England Pp 315 

I got this beautiful book from a friend as a 
Christmas gift. Before I ever got into the subject 
matter I was struck by its external design and 
quality presentation. For me, in terms of 
personality,  daily devotions, indeed to tell you the 
truth, daily anything, has never held much draw or 
attraction. I saw it more as a daily grind and too 
inflexible, too much of a bind. What has surprised 
me about this book is that I have taken it up most 
days since receiving it and have really enjoyed the 
spiritual gems with which it is packed. It includes 
selected passages from Pope John’s writings and 
speeches arranged for every day of the year and 
passages for the Movable Feasts of the Liturgical 
Calendar. I am really enjoying it.  

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

Baptism, as the sacrament of faith, is the basis of 
the whole Christian life. 

FAITH MOMENT 

RONCALLI REFORM 
The Roncalli Reform, founded last October by Fr Joe, 
is a group dedicated to the ongoing reform of the 
Church. The key elements are: Contemplative Prayer, 
Discussion, Fellowship and Prophetic Action. 
It’s next meeting takes place on 

Tuesday January 22nd 7 - 9pm in St. Matthews. 
All welcome. 

FAMILY MASS This Sunday @ 10.30 
All Welcome!! Music, Song, Story, and 
Drama in the Presence of Jesus. This is a 
really good experience of Mass for families/
young children. 

300 YEARS OF DE LA SALLE 

De La Salle Brothers and associates are 
celebrating 300 years of educating youth worldwide 
in 2019. 
Their founder, St. John De La Salle, patron of 
teachers, died in France in 1719. 
Part of the national celebrations in Ireland will be a 
pilgrimage to Knock on Sat 5th April for teachers, 
pupils, parents, ex-teachers, ex-brothers, past 
pupils and others….. 
Booking is essential. Information from De La Salle 
Primary School or St. John’s College. 

Free Dietitian Led XPERT Course for Type 2 
Diabetes in Ballyfermot Library 

 

A free 6 week course to help you manage your 
Type 2 Diabetes. 

This is an award winning education course delivered 
by the HSE Community Dietitian. 

Starting Wednesday morning 30th January and every 
Wednesday up to and including Wednesday 6th March 
in the Ballyfermot Library.  

Places are limited and you must register to attend.  
Call Michelle Carey,   

Senior HSE Community Diabetes Dietitian  
on  076 695 8080 to register for the course.  

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes  
February 11th  

World Day of the Sick. 
In St. Matthew’s 10am Mass will include the 
Sacrament of the Sick. Tea/coffee scones 
afterwards in Parish Centre. If anyone needs or 
can provide transport to and from the Church 
that day please contact parish office or 
sacristy. (Tel. 62 65 695) 


