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PARISH NEWSLETTER
13 Jan (Baptism of the Lord)

DEAR ARCHBISHOP.....
We have been talking about you in the past few days. I guess it’s important to be clear who the ‘we’ is. By ‘we’
we mean those of us here in the Faith Community of St. Matthew’s in Ballyfermot, I include myself, here in the
Bunker, from where I write every week. I think this particular ‘rumbling from the bunker’ brings me to over three
hundred. We have also been talking about you in the Roncalli Community, as you know this was formed last
October for the reform and renewal of the Church. (No schism here Archbishop, no rather love and loyalty to the
Church, but not without a gutsy rage.) Yes given your roots, and your love for Ballyer we decided to put pen to
paper.
We are conscious that your time with us as Archbishop may be getting short and so timely to offer you a few
thoughts. Some of these are from the wider parish community, some from Roncalli and I suppose a few find their
origin in my own reflection. For the moment there’s no reason to distinguish one from the other.
The first word we wish to offer you is Thanks.
Thanks for a powerful legacy most especially in the area of safeguarding. In this you have given courageous
leadership, never shirking your responsibility in media and thanks for your obvious empathy with those who have
suffered. Thanks for your energy. Thanks for your smile
Another word is Prayer. As part of our debt of gratitude to you we promise to pray for you. We will of course pray
in thanksgiving for you. We will also pray for your health in its widest context. We pray that the Lord will protect
you from all sickness, all suffering, all anxiety and all darkness. We ask the Lord to bless you abundantly in the
next chapter in your life. We pray not only for length of life for you but also that you be blessed with joy and
fulfillment.
Perhaps a word on the Irish Church Today is appropriate. Of course there are lovely things happening. We are
conscious of our young pilgrims preparing for Panama. There are many people in the diocese who are
committed and dedicated to their faith. However that said we are in serious trouble. We are in a crisis and it’s not
new and it’s deepening. Let’s name it:


We are, to many of today’s Irish citizens, largely irrelevant. This is particularly true when it comes
to morality.



We continue to cheapen the sacred and most especially the sacramental. We continue to ignore
the sacramental conveyor belt as the gap between faith and practice widens.



Our seminaries are empty. We have failed to attract suitable candidates for priesthood and we
stubbornly cling to a tired old model of formation that has not been fit for purpose for a long time.



The shades of being a true school of faith found in our Catholic schools has a huge variance from
the spiritually vibrant to the spiritually comatose.
(These are just a few examples of many in the overall malaise in the Irish Church).

Our hope Archbishop is that you will not go gently but go with flourish and panache. Yes we would love to see
you dance off in the Holy Spirit. We hope you will not wind down but rather give a resounding splurge of
creativity! A crescendo! Could it be that there will be no farewell whimper but a resounding roar? Could you bring
some spiritual Semtex or gelignite into the Episcopal Conference before you go? Might you leave us here in
Ballyfermot, your home patch, with something new and fresh as part of your legacy?
Finally Archbishop, forgive the impertinence of mentioning your successor, but given the continuous
haemorrhage of the life blood of our Church we must speak. Whilst we understand that you do not pick your
successor we believe your opinion will matter. It should. If you know of someone who has his tongue out for the
job we implore you please rule him out. Please Archbishop, for our sake, trip him up. In God’s name sabotage
his application. Whilst we are not anti-intellectual please do not land us with a pastorally inept academic. We ask
you for us here in Ballyfermot, for the Dublin diocese and for the sake of the Irish Church at this crucial juncture
do everything in your power to see that the next Archbishop of Dublin is both prophet and shepherd.

We will continue to hold you in prayerful affection in our hearts, we remain yours, the Faith Community of
St. Matthew and the Roncalli Community.
J MC DONALD. 09. 01. 19
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MASS INTENTIONS
Lillie Burke
Patrick Fallon
Sarah Keane
Rita O’Toole

Rory Campbell
Ann Fallon
Martin Finn
James Higgins
Elizabeth McCartin Paddy O’Toole

Recently Deceased
Maria Browne
Eddie Conway
Dominic Murray Sarah Nolan
Mary Young

Pat Murphy
Shane Price

BOOK OF THE WEEK
ONE THOUSAND GIFTS
ANN VOSKAMP
ZONDERVAN. 2010 Michigan USA Pp 236
If you delve into this spiritual treasure trove this
book will be beside you for a long time as you
will certainly return to it again and again. The
mess of life is here but it is presented in the form
of a long pretty direct conversation between the
author and God. An interesting book.
FAITH MOMENT
To be human is to search for God. Throughout
history, to the present moment, religious beliefs
and practices express the human search for
God. As creatures made in God’s image and
likeness, each one of us has been given a mind
to search for the truth and a heart that longs for
unconditional, forgiving love. These basic
human desires are ultimately fulfilled in God,
who is truth and love.
Free Dietitian Led XPERT Course for Type 2
Diabetes in Ballyfermot Library
A free 6 week course to help you manage your
Type 2 Diabetes.
This is an award winning education course delivered
by the HSE Community Dietitian.
Starting Wednesday morning 30th January and every
Wednesday up to and including Wednesday 6th March
in the Ballyfermot Library.
Places are limited and you must register to attend.
Call Michelle Carey,
Senior HSE Community Diabetes Dietitian
on 076 695 8080 to register for the course.

MASS TIMES
St. Matthew’s
Weekdays:
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30
Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00
Wed 7.00pm
Tuesday: 10.00 Prayer Service
RONCALLI
The Roncalli Reform, founded last October by Fr Joe, is a
group dedicated to the ongoing reform of the Church. The
key elements are: Contemplative Prayer, Discussion,
Fellowship and Prophetic Action. It’s next meeting takes
place on Tuesday January 22nd 7 - 9pm in St. Matthews.
All welcome.

FAMILY MASS Jan 20 @ 10.30
All Welcome!! Music, Song, Story, and
Drama in the Presence of Jesus. This is a
really good experience of Mass for families/
young children.
300 YEARS OF DE LA SALLE
De La Salle Brothers and associates are
celebrating 300 years of educating youth worldwide
in 2019.
Their founder, St. John De La Salle, patron of
teachers, died in France in 1719.
Part of the national celebrations in Ireland will be a
pilgrimage to Knock on Sat 5th April for teachers,
pupils, parents, ex-teachers, ex-brothers, past
pupils and others…..
Booking is essential. Information from De La Salle
Primary School or St. John’s College.

At least once a year, Christians are
reminded of Jesus’ prayer
for his disciples that

“They may be one…
so that the world
may believe”
Church Unity Week of Prayer
18—25 January

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon 14/01 Mk 1: 14-20 ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men’
Tue 15/01 Mk 1: 21-28 ‘And his teaching make a deep impression on them...’
Wed 16/01 Mk 1: 29-39 ‘He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her up’
Thu 17/01 Mk 1: 40-45 ST. ANTHONY, ABBOT ‘Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand
and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’
Fri

18/01 Mk 2: 1-12

(John 17: 21)

‘We have never seen anything like this’.

Sat 19/01 Mk 2: 13-17 ‘It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick. I did not come to call the
virtuous, but sinners.

