ST. MATTHEW’S

PARISH NEWSLETTER

Ballyfermot

3 Feb (4th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

THROATS, CANDLES AND BRIGID’S CROSSES!!
Let’s go in reverse order and begin with St. Brigid! She is of course our secondary patron. This
in effect means that she is second only to St. Patrick in our liturgical, or holy calendar. Given the time
and perhaps the place in which she lived maybe it’s no shock that there’s plenty of folklore about her.
Sometimes it’s difficult to separate the real Brigid from the legend. Hopefully here in the bunker we can
be straight with one another.
So from the outset let’s be clear about what Brigid is not. If we make her into some sort of
magical superwoman we do her a disservice, she was not that. If we make her into a gathering point
for superstition, we also fail her. She was not this either. If we steep her in potents and spells we
quickly lose her to the realm of the witch. No you won’t find her here either. So what can we say about
our special patron?
Brigid was a woman. Now I understand you will say this is to state the obvious, and whilst this
is true it is a very important part of the story because given what she accomplished and her impact and
influence I want to remind both myself and others she did it all as a woman. So let’s say this: Brigid
was not only a woman but she was a formidable and highly accomplished woman. There is so much
more that could, and indeed has been said about Brigid, but here in the bunker I want to say just one
more thing. It is the most important thing to say about her, and it’s this: Brigid was a woman of strong
faith and showed considerable courage in her determination to follow God’s plan for her. I think she is
under appreciated as a role model for all who struggle in their faith today. We celebrate her on
February 1st, often with the making and blessing of the Brigid’s Cross.
The day after St. Brigid’s Day we bless candles. We bless candles some of which we tie
together and use the next day, February 3rd, to bless throats. Once again the thin line between faith
and superstition, between true spirituality and half baked religion, or indeed religion gone mad,
presents itself. A friend of mine at home often says to me, ‘religion has caused most of the wars in the
world’. When you think about it, you can see where he is coming from. He has a point. Having said that
I would take issue with his premise. I think in fact that the wars came not so much as a result of religion
but rather when religion lost its way. It is in fact when religion is hijacked, corrupted and abused that it
causes war. The candles blessed on Candlemas day, February 2nd, are fittingly blessed on the Feast
of the Presentation of the Lord. I say fittingly because he is the Light to enlighten the Gentiles. The
Light of the World. The Light no darkness can extinguish.
The candles used to bless the throats can gently remind us where the healing comes from. The
healing does not come from the candle or the priest or even St. Blaise. It’s interesting to note that as
regular church attendance continues to take a hit there are still a few days when crowds come to the
church. Indeed not only do they come in large numbers but they come on these particular days with
fervor. The determination with which people pursue getting their ashes is to be seen to be believed.
Another day when we have similar crowds and indeed similar devotion is for the blessing of throats.
There was a time when I might have been a bit skeptical about aspects of this, but not now.
I have been thinking about this recently. Is there perhaps more to this desire to have the throat
blessed than meets the eye. The door with which we swallow our food. The food that went down
quickly, and smoothly. The things that were difficult to swallow. Breathing. Shallow or deep. Of course
the other huge draw is healing. Healing of any kind. A growing number of people are sick in the parish.
There’s no doubt about it, sickness is the great leveler. It’s in the sickness that we encounter Jesus the
Great Healer, in fact the source of all real healing. It’s not surprising there’s something about healing.
Maybe it’s the complete knowledge that Jesus does not want us to be sick and of course we know he
can make us well.
J. MC DONALD. 01.02.19
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Joseph Hall
Sheila Higgins
Jennifer Hughes
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Sarah Nolan
Holy Souls
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Michael Mahon
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Hughes Familly
P.J. Mann
Monaghan Family
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MASS TIMES
St. Matthew’s
Weekdays:
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30
Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00
Wed 7.00pm
Tuesday: 10.00 Prayer Service

Table Quiz in Aid of St. Matthew’s
in the West County Hotel, Chapelizod

Tuesday 19th Feb @ 8.00pm
Annie Seagrave

BOOK OF THE WEEK
The Prophesy of Robert Louis Stevenson
Damien of Molokai
The Leper Saint.
Little Book Company Dublin 2009 Pp 88
This book brings us right into the middle of the row
between Rev Hyde and Stevenson.
It is a nasty row and essentially it is a row about Damien’s
holiness. Here you can read Stevenson’s impassioned
response. It is also worth noting that royalties from the
book go to Desmond Tutu’s HIV Foundation.

FAITH MOMENT
The Church distinguishes between two senses of scripture:
the literal and the spiritual sense, further divided into the
allegorical, the moral and the anagogical.

A SPECIAL INVITATION
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP IN ST. MATTHEW’S
I would like you to consider joining me and a
group of pilgrims in Lourdes this summer. It is a
very special time. As we journey along, we chat,
have fun, enjoy each other’s company, and yes
we pray. We pray for people we know and love
especially those who are sick. Yes we also pray
for ourselves. We do all this in the company of
Bernadette and of course Our Lady who always
brings us closer to Jesus. So my friends it will be
a very special week
Tuesday 20th August - Tuesday 27th August.
4 Star Hotel Solitude. 7 nights Full Board. €800,
single room supplement €252 (subject to
availability).
PLEASE NOTE IT IS POSSIBLE
TO PAY THE COST BY INSTALLMENTS
For more information:
contact Eddie Teeling 0868063625

Table of 4 —— €25
Raffle on the night
Come along and have a bit of fun
BLESSING OF THROATS
The Annual Blessing of Throats will take
place at all the Masses this weekend.
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
Monday February 11th
World Day of the Sick
In St. Matthew’s 10.00am Mass will include the
Sacrament of the Sick. Tea/coffee scones
afterwards in Parish Centre. If anyone needs
or can provide transport to and from the
Church that day please contact parish office or
sacristy. (Tel. 626 56 95)
Church Collections
23 Dec
1st Collection
989
2nd Collection
666
Family Offering
N/A

25 Dec
2600
1535
——

Don't forget to visit our website
www.stmatthewsballyfermot.com
And our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/st.matthews.ballyfermot/
Parish Centre or Sacristy:
Phone: 626 56 95
Monday to Friday 10.00am to 1.00pm

St. Vincent De Paul
Monthly Church Gate Collection
Amount Collected:€500

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

04/02
05/02
06/02
07/02

Mk 5: 1-20
Mk 5: 21-43
Mk 6: 1-6
Mk 6: 7-13

Fri

08/02 Mk 6: 14-29

Sat 09/02 Mk 6: 30-34

13 Jan
825
590
950

‘What do you want with me, Jesus, son of the Most High God?’
St Agatha, Virgin and Martyr ‘Do not be afraid; only have faith.’
Ss Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs ‘And they would not accept him’
St. Mel, Bishop ‘So they set off to preach; and they cast out many devils, and
anointed many sick people with oil and cured them.’
International Day of Prayer/Awareness against Human Trafficking
‘When he had heard him speak he was greatly perplexed, and yet he liked to
listen to him.’
‘So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them
because they were like sheep without a shepherd.‘

