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ME AND THE GHOSTS  
 

‘Tell us this Father, do you believe in ghosts?’ It was an interesting question and drew  me back 

years ago to two encounters I had with ghosts, one very real, the other not so much. 

The first of these happened about forty years ago on a small back road outside Ballycastle in North 
Antrim. My brother and I were walking from the town out to the bungalow we and the rest of our family were 
staying in. It was a beautiful and clear summer night. We were a little uneasy. It was late.  We both had 
acknowledged that it felt a little spooky but left the subject there so as not to make matters worse, and 
proceeded to try and talk about lighter things. The attempt to be light hearted failed, partially because we had 
already spooked each other and partially because it was so lonesome a road. The other factor that did not 
really help was the fact that our much loved grandfather was who was staying with us in the bungalow had 
taken to telling us ghost stories. Neither of us made any mention of this but it was certainly spinning around in 

our heads as we journeyed further into the darkness. 

We were making good progress when there was a slight clink of a chain. We froze. Petrified. 
Silence. Just as we began to move again another clink. This time we grabbed each other. What was it? It 
seemed to be close enough to us. We moved another few steps. Stopped again. Started. Every time we 
stopped, the noise stopped. Every time we continued on, the clinking, rattling started again. We noticed the 
quicker we moved the more rattling there was. Like chains rattling. Where they the chains of the dead? 
Where these chains for us? We decided we would make a run for it. As we ran, the chains rattled like the 
devil himself. They seemed to be beside us. To be after us. To chase us. We ran like the hammers until we 

got to the bungalow, never as happy to see the little welcoming light in our hallway. 

Granda had some laugh the following day when we went down the road to investigate the evidence 
of ghoulish activity. It was the clink of the chain that gave it away. Looking over the hedge and inviting us to 
come and see, he chuckled ‘there’s your ghost, the poor oul nanny goat and her more terrified of you two 
cowboys with every passing step. I’d say she was demented pulling on the chain, in fear of the two right eejits 

who in turn were frightened of their own shadows.’ 

For the second episode we go back twenty years. I was staying over in a monastery here in Dublin. 
I had heard that there was talk of something happening very late at night on the back stairs that led up from 
the kitchen. I remember saying to myself well I will not leave myself in the position where I am moving about 
the house very late, and if in the unlikely event that I did, it would certainly not be on the back stairs. At this 
precise moment I found that both of these things were happening. I had fallen asleep watching television in 
the room of the kitchen and to avoid making noise on the main stairs I decided to go up the old back stairs 
beside me. Remembering a number of voices of caution, I hesitated. Then telling myself not to be silly I 
began the climb. I was about half way up, just turning on the bend,  when suddenly there was this very fast 
swoosh towards me and suddenly I felt like a very fine spray of little droplets of moisture, possibly water 
hitting my face. At the same time I felt as if someone or something had fairly forcefully pushed me out from 

the banister rail. 

Unlike the discovery of the poor goat the morning after, in the previous story, it was almost five 
years before I got an explanation of this encounter on the backstairs. This presence which was no goat, and 
no joke, was eventually traced to a particular room, long since used as a junk room but it was discovered had 
been the bedroom of a very troubled monk, who sadly took his own life. To add to the tragedy the poor man 
was buried without Mass. It was only with the celebration of this much overdue Mass that there came a 
permanent cessation of these late night encounters on the stairs and peace restored to both monastery and 

monks. 

This poor man needed another little push towards God’s light and the most powerful prayer of all, 

the Mass, was able to bring this about. 

So do I believe in ghosts? In rattling chains and things that go bump in the night? Not really. Do I 
believe in the ghost, the spirit,  the soul not yet at peace, in need of our prayer? I sure do. Do I believe in the 

greatest ghost? The Holy Ghost.  Do I believe in the holy breath of God? The Holy Spirit? I sure do. 

J MC DONALD.   13. 11. 18 
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Weekly Collections  
 Nov 1 Nov 4 

First Collection € 215 €820 
Second Collection € 155 €585 
Family Offering € —- €760 

 

St. Matthew’s Weekdays:  
Saturday: Vigil Mass 6.30 Mon, Thur, Fri: 10.00 
Sunday: 09.00,10.30,12.00  Wed 7.00pm 
Convent Mass @ 9.45  

Tuesday:10.00 Prayer Service 

MASS TIMES 

Injustice, excessive economic or social inequalities, envy, 
distrust, and pride among nations continually threaten peace and 
cause wars. While all possible means must be taken to avoid 
war, there are times when legitimate defense of one’s country by 
military force may be taken under the strictest conditions. These 
are known as the ‘Just War’ conditions.  

Mon 19/11 Lk 18: 35-43 ‘Son of David, have pity on me’.  
Tue 20/11 Lk 19: 1-10 ‘Hurry, because I must stay at your house today’  
Wed 21/11 Lk 19: 11-28 PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  ‘Well done, my good servant!’ 
Thu 22/11 Lk 19: 41-44 ST. CECILIA, VIRGIN ‘As he drew near and came in sight of the city  
  he shed tears over it’ 
Fri 23/11 Lk 19: 45-48 ST. COLUMBANUS, ABBOT AND MISSIONARY  
  ‘the people as a whole hung on his words’ 
Sat 24/11 Lk 20: 27-40 SAINTS ANDREW DUNG-LAC AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS ‘Well put, Master’ 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Christine Bissett James Bissett Mary Bissett 
Catherine Brennan Edward Brennan Eva Carney 
James Coady Tommy Davis Leslie Fennessy 
Joseph Geraghty Joseph Holmes Arthur Jacob 
Rose Jacob Keegan Family Kay Kehoe 
Kelly Family Tom Meleady John McCartin 
Tom McCartin Brigid McCluskey James McCluskey 
Joseph McCluskey Joseph McCormack Mary Murphy 
Tommy Murphy Peter O’Reilly 
Recent Funeral:  Jane Byrne  

GOSPEL READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

CONCERT 30th NOVEMBER  
with special guests 

The Flukey Ukes, 
Dublin Gospel Choir, 

Mary Byrne, Matt Dodd, Donna Dunne  
Girls St. Louise’s School 

Boys St. Lorcan’s Palmerstown 
In aid of 

St. Matthew’s Church & 
The Peter McVerry Trust 

For details see notice boards or  
Phone Ken: 086 236 5288 

Eucharistic Ministers 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We have a great team of Eucharistic Ministers, people 
who give out Holy Communion. This is of course sacred 
work and a great privilege. We could do with a few more 
people on this team. A common reaction to this specific 
invitation is to protest our unworthiness. This is true. None 
of us are worthy. We can only do it by trusting in God’s 
mercy and see it as a labor of love for Him. Please 
consider this. Two dates for your diary if you would like to 
help in this area:  

20th November 7.30 pm Induction/Training and  
2nd December, 12 noon Mass, Special Commissioning 

Ceremony for old and new Eucharistic Ministers.  

Dates for your Diary 
Sun  2nd  Dec Family Mass 
Sun  9th  Dec Family Mass 
Sun  16th  Dec Family Mass 
Wed  19th  Dec Reconciliation Service 7.00pm - No Mass  
Sat  22nd  Dec 6.00pm Carol Service+ Blessing of the Crib 

Christmas Eve 
Special Christmas Family Mass 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 8.00pm 

Midnight (12.00) Midnight Mass at Midnight  

Family Offering Envelopes 
The Family Offering envelopes will be available Sat/Sun 
in church and in the Parish Centre from Monday to Friday 
9.30 to 1.30. Please make sure you take the envelope 
with your name and address on it. 
 

Thank you for supporting this collection, a very important 
contribution to the financial upkeep of the parish. 

Family Mass 
This Sunday 18 Nov @ 10.30 

All Welcome!! Music, Song, Story, and Drama in the 
Presence of Jesus. This is a really good  

experience of Mass for families/young children. 

RONCALLI PROJECT/COMMUNITY  
This Church Reform initiative led by Fr Joe will have its 

second meeting 22nd November, 7 - 9pm.  

Please spread the word and all welcome  

St. Vincent De Paul 
Monthly Church Gate Collection 
takes place after all the Masses  

next weekend 

St. Vincent DePaul 
Last Month’s Collection 

Amount: €465 
Thank You 

THE BEATITUDES OF POPE FRANCIS 
A Manifesto for the Modern Christian  

Aidan Donaldson (Veritas Dublin 2018 Pp 92) 
This is a most interesting book. The author is no stranger to 
social justice. In addition to this his teaching/ lecturing 
background is a clear additional advantage. Essentially Dr 
Donaldson explores the Pope’s own beatitudes. In these 
beatitudes the Pope tells us what his path to happiness and 
holiness looks like. Aidan Donaldson is a good guide with whom  
to explore these signposts to what amounts to a fresh and 
beautiful call to fulfilment.  

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

FAITH MOMENT 


