St. Matthew’s Church
Ballyfermot

PARISH NEWSLETTER
3 Mar 2016

Today is
Divine Mercy Sunday
Parish Devotions
start at 3pm
in the church
Confessions
will be heard
Finishes with Benediction
All Welcome
PLEASE TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD

Mass Times:
Sat: Vigil Mass 6.30pm
Sun: 9.00am, 10.30am, 12.00

Date

Time

Sat 2 Apr

Weekdays: 10.00am Mon – Fri
7.30pm Mon – Fri (during Lent)Sun 3 Apr

6.30am

10.30am

Sun 3 Apr

12.00

Tues 5 Apr
Thur 7 Apr
Fri 8 Apr

7.30pm
10.00am
10.00am

Mass Intentions
Billy Dunne
Jennifer Tormey
Esther James Paul James
Lily Kerins
Owen Kerins
Harry Jackson Maura Wilson
Michael Young Nancy Young
Pat McGrath Martin Lynskey
Alicia Wielogorska
Joseph McGowan
Holy Souls
Con Madden Madden Family

Bridget Twamley
Paul Melia
Jimmy Daly
Tommy Wilson
Mary Lynskey

Recently Deceased:
Brian Higgins
Christy Dowman
Christina Callanan

Bring in your Trócaire boxes
and leave them in at the
Sacristy as soon as possible.
Please wrap the boxes up
well. Thank you.

Parish Centre
Tea/Coffee & Chat
after 10am Mass
on weekdays
Parish Shop
Cards, Calendars,
Candles
and much more

Parish Newsletter
Parish Office:6265695
Email:
stmatthewsparishcentre@gmail.com
Please keep notices as short as possible

Advocate Collection
St. Vincent De Paul
Amount Collected : €730
A very big thanks to all

Sacristy
Masses, Baptisms Arranged,
Certs Obtained
after all the Masses
(Mon – Fri)
Eucharistic Adoration
Mon 10.30 – 4.00
Wed 10.30 – 9.00
Fri
10.30 – 9.00
Divine Mercy Meeting
Every Wednesday Evening
@ 8.00pm in the Prayer Room

Margaret Houlihan
Kathleen Kiely
Ann Byrne

BOOK OF THE WEEK
Only If You Wrestle
A School for Prayer & Reflection,
Peter Hannon SJ
Columba Press, Dublin 2002 pp 173.

An excellent book for those who
want to get serious about prayer.
The author's great depth of
Spirituality is evident but he writes
very accessibly, and his use of film
and story is very engaging.

FAITH MOMENT
When the priest washes his hands
at the Offertory of the Mass,
he is acknowledging
his own sinfulness and
his unworthiness

Mass Times
Sat: Vigil Mass 6.30pm
Sun: 9.00,10.30,12.00

Church Collection Totals
Week Beginning 20/3

Weekdays:
10.00 Mon – Fri
7.30 Tues Only

First Collection
847
Second Collection 603
Family Offering
469

Feast of St. Matthew
Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes
17 – 22 September 2016 —- Hotel Padoue
Cost €739 per person sharing
(inclusive of Airport Taxes and Insurance)
Single Room Supplement €175 per person
All Meals Included
Deposit €200 per person
Booking forms available
from Parish Centre

DIVINE MERCY - just another devotion?
Wow! You certainly have bombarded me with loads of questions. I am of course, very
grateful for your interest. To begin with, why rumblings, and secondly
where is the bunker? Maybe even a word on revolution.
The bunker is where I am writing from. It's general location is in
Ireland, which from a religious perspective, I see as a small little island on
the edge of Europe, at a time of great spiritual darkness. The bunker is
semi-underground. I retreat to the bunker. I pray in the bunker. I also read,
write, study and rest in the bunker. The bunker is also where the ensuing
battle is viewed from. I mean the battle where the two predominant
cultures clash: the clash between secular humanism, or materialism, and
the values of the Gospel. I am referring to those points that we encounter on a daily basis, where
this world interfaces with the Kingdom of God. The bunker often faces heavy shelling. This
shelling comes from a variety of sources. It will come as no surprise, that a lot of the heavy fire
comes from secular society, but some of it comes from unexpected sources, such as, from friends
of the church, or indeed sometimes from within the church itself. The bunker is exciting,
reasonably safe, and yet, is always under threat. The bunker could be described as an outpost of
the church.
Why rumblings? Well rumblings are somewhere deep, guttural, as opposed to cerebral.
Bellys rumble. Does cannon fire rumble? I think thunder rumbles in the distance. Rumblings
suggest discontent. Rumblings are a forerunner of something significant. I hope the rumblings
may lead to good questions, rather than necessarily great answers, maybe giving rise to the faithfilled questions. In this sense the rumblings are tentative, unsure and probably fragile.
Some of you have asked about the rebellion, which I have recently called for. It's based
on the notion that the Irish church is in dire straits and that there is an onus on us to do something
about it. I don't know that I want to say a lot about it at the moment, except that it's apt and timely.
I don't see that we have much choice. I will develop the plan for this, a little more, in the coming
weeks.
Moving to a different topic, and yet in reality staying with the core of the above, I am
conscious we are celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday. This is a great example of how we can
weaken ourselves, how we can feed the vice of disunity and discord. Is Divine Mercy just an
optional extra, yet another 'devotion', or is it at the heart of the life of the Church? I am convinced
that this is, and should be accepted as, at the heart of the Church.
Divine Mercy is not an extra or a peripheral. Mercy is another name for God. It is not an
accident that we are in the Year of Mercy. Pope Francis sees clearly that our broken world is
crying out for God's Mercy. It is so easy for us, even in very small ways, to add to prejudice, to be
racist, to be judgemental and cynical, all the while ignoring the fact that we are called to be the
opposite. Often our default position is aggression. If we are serious about being ambassadors of
Jesus, then we will seek to understand, to excuse, to sue for peace, to forgive. How can we bring
God's Mercy to the world if we don't know how to be merciful to ourselves and one another?
Instead of poo-pooing Divine Mercy as not your cup of tea, or making comparisons between

it and contemplation or something else, that you think is spiritually superior, why not
support it, and allow ourselves to be surprised at how God can grace us, often in the most
unexpected of ways.
Hopefully many of you will join me at 3pm Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3rd. JMCD 29.3.16

